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An Owensboro man who had 
previously been charged with 
manslaughter in the death of 
the man with whom he shared a 
home had his charge upgraded 
to murder by the Daviess Coun-
ty grand jury. 

Salvador Avila-Navarrete, 47, 
of the 700 block of Breckenridge 
Street was arrested in late Janu-
ary in connection with the death 

of Jose Gomez, 30.
Gomez’s  body was 

found covered with trash 
and debris in the backyard 
of a home in the 800 block 
of Breckenridge Street on 
Jan. 28. Court documents 
say Gomez was naked and 
his wrists had been tied 
with a black trash bag. 

Gomez was a paraple-
gic, and his wheelchair was 
found in an abandoned shed 

near the home where he 
lived with Avila-Navarre-
te  and his  mother, 
Yolanda Gomez, 52. 

Investigators deter-
mined Gomez’s body 
had been in the yard for 
several days, and that 
neither Avila-Navarrete 
or Yolanda Gomez had 
reported him missing.

When interviewed by police, 
Avila-Navarrete said he had 

struck Gomez in the head with 
a 2-by-4 during an altercation. 
OPD reports say Avila-Navarre-
te also told of ficers he placed 
Gomez’s body in a trash tote and 
moved it to the backyard of the 
home where he was found. 

Avila-Navarrete and Yolanda 
Gomez were also both charged 
with tampering with physical evi-
dence for hiding the body and 
the 2-by-4.  Prior to the incident, 
neither had much of a criminal 

history: Avila-Navarrete’s prior 
criminal record consists of a 
2011 charge of public intoxica-
tion. Yolanda Gomez had no 
criminal history.

Murder is a class A felony. 
Avila-Navarrete is scheduled to 
be arraigned in Daviess Circuit 
Court on March 29.

James Mayse, 270-691-7303, 
jmayse@messenger-inquirer.com, 
Twitter: @JamesMayse

Man indicted on murder charge
BY JAMES MAYSE
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

Salvador 
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Monday was the fi rst day of 
spring.

It was sunny and the 
temperature climbed all the way 

to 77 degrees.
But it just felt 

like another day 
in a warmer than 
usual winter.

We didn’t really 
do anything to 
celebrate.

I mean, it’s 
spring!

Winter is over.
Plants are 

blooming.
And coats are 

slowly going back into the closets.
We should celebrate like other 

parts of the world do.
Accuweather.com found 

several places around the world 
that really know how to party 
at the end of winter.

In Poland, the site says, 
handmade dolls are constructed 
of straw to symbolize winter.

On the fi rst day of spring, it 
says, in a tradition dating back fi ve 
centuries, the dolls are paraded 
through the streets and then 
thrown into the river to symbolize 
the end of winter’s wrath.

Hey, that could be fun.
But Zurich, Switzerland, has 

something even better.
Those folks burn a snowman at 

the stake as soon as fl owers start 
to bloom.

That’s another 500-year-old 
tradition.

And the snowman is stuffed 
with explosives to make it even 
more fun.

That would be great.
But this year, we didn’t have 

enough snow all winter to create 
more than a snowball.

In India, the site says, people 
light bonfi res on the night before 
the spring festival.

The next day, they gather in 
the streets for a giant color fi ght 
— throwing dyed powder on 
each other.

Hmmm, sounds like last 
Saturday’s Color Blast.

In South Holland, the site 
says, fl oats made out of fl owers 
are used in a 12-hour parade 
that travels from Noordwijk to 
Haarlem — more than 24 miles.

Bosnia has a “Festival of 
Scrambled Eggs.”

It seems that folks in Zenica 
gather in a city park on the banks 
of the Bosna River to eat free 
scrambled eggs.

The eggs symbolize the rebirth 
of spring.

That sounds like another great 
tradition.

But, I wonder, could we get 
bacon with the eggs?

Keith Lawrence, 270-691-7301, 
klawrence@messenger-inquirer.com

Let’s burn 
a snowman 
at the stake

The Owensboro-Daviess 
County Ministerial Association 
will host its monthly meeting 
Thursday morning, but in a dif-
ferent format than usual.

The meeting will be set up as 
a community resource fair, said 
the Rev. Randy Jones, president 
of the association and pastor of 

Woodlawn United Methodist 
Church. Anyone with a ministry 
or program that reaches mar-
ginalized and/or impoverished 
populations is invited. 

It will move from its regu-
lar venue, the hospital, to a 
new location for the month at 
9 a.m. Thursday, March 23, at 
Faith Lutheran Church, 2830 
Frederica St.

With the help of Owensboro 
Health and Audubon Area Com-
munity Services, the interfaith 
ministerial association is also 
developing a resource guide 
for people who need assistance 
with various services. 

“We also want to know what 
each other are doing so we do 
not duplicate services,” he said. 
“If a faith group or church has 

a ministr y, please come with 
some printed information so 
that we can work on making a 
new resource for our commu-
nity.”

Coming together, Jones said, 
will only strengthen the quality 
of services and could increase 
exposure for smaller ministries. 

“We know there are many 
who are doing wonderful work 

in our community,” he said. “I 
want to encourage all to come 
and participate at this meeting. 
It would be a great help for our 
community.”

For more information, con-
tact Jones at 270-683-9868, or 
email revrandyj@att.net.

Angela Oliver, 270-691-7360, 
aoliver@messenger-inquirer.com
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Marius Howard and his 
fellow Owensboro 
Community & Technical 

College classmates had the 
opportunity this week to do 
something not all automotive 
students are provided — convert a 
vehicle to run on propane.

Howard is part of the OCTC 
advanced transportation class that 
teaches about vehicles that don’t 
run on gasoline, such as hybrids 
and electrics.

Lewis Nall, the program 
coordinator for automotive and 
diesel technology program at the 
school, said that students converted 
a 2017 Dodge Ram truck to run on 
propane Tuesday and Wednesday 
as a learning experience, but also 
in preparation for a program that 
will take place at the college’s main 
campus. 

From 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursday, 
March 23, in the Chandler 
Conference Center in the Advanced 
Technology Center, the president 
of ICOM Alternative Fuel Systems 
and individuals from the Kentucky 

Propane Education and Research 
Council will be leading discussions 
about propane use as an effi cient 
fuel for vehicles.

The event is free and 
open to the public. 

Teaching these 
technologies is 
important for students, 
Nall said. 

“It makes (students) 
more marketable (and) 
gives them more skills 
when they go looking for 
jobs,” he said. 

There is a growing 
movement toward 
propane as a fuel 
source. It’s not a 
technology being used 
in a lot of vehicles, “but a 
lot of fl eets have them,” 
he said.

Howard, who is a 
second-year automotive 
student at OCTC, said he was 
glad to be a part of the conversion 
experience.

“We’ve also learned about the 
benefi ts (propane) has,” he said. 
“Not just with the atmosphere, as 

far as pollutants, but as well as on 
somebody’s pocket because it’s a 
lot cheaper than regular gas.”

This Propane 
Powered Ram — the 
second vehicle to be 
used by the Kentucky 
Propane Education 
and Research 
council for outreach 
—  will be traveling 
around Kentucky 
to “demonstrate the 
viability of propane as 
a transportation fuel,” 
according to a press 
release sent by the 
school.

The program 
that allowed for the 
conversion is part of the 
Advanced Technology 
Fuels NSF grant, 
and Kentucky Propane 
Education and Research 

partners with OCTC for the grant, 
the release said. 

Bobbie Hayse, bhayse@messenger-
inquirer.com, 270-691-7315, Twitter: 
@BobbieHayseMI

OCTC students convert 
vehicle to run on propane 

BY BOBBIE HAYSE
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

Photo by Greg Eans, Messenger-Inquirer.com/geans@messenger-inquirer.com
Tom Underwood, from left, and Jay Price, with Kentucky Propane Education and Research Council (KYPERC), look on as Owensboro Com-
munity & Technical College students Marius Howard and Jacob Embry work to convert a Ford F150 truck to use propane fuel in the Auto-
motive Technology Lab at the OCTC’s Southeastern Campus on Wednesday. OCTC is hosting ICOM Alternative Fuel Systems, KYPERC and 
Amerigas for the project which is performed by students and is part of the Advanced Transportation Fuels NSF grant “Preparing Techni-
cians for Advanced Transportation Fuels.” KYPERC is a partner with OCTC in the grant. An o�  cial reveal of a converted 2016 Dodge Ram 
that utilizes propane will be held on Thursday from 11 a.m to 2 p.m. on OCTC’s main campus in the Chandler Conference Center located in 
the Advanced Technology Center.

“We’ve also 
learned about 
the bene� ts 
(propane) has. 
Not just with the 
atmosphere, as 
far as pollutants, 
but as well as on 
somebody’s 
pocket because 
it’s a lot cheaper 
than regular gas.”

— Marius Howard
student, Owensboro 

Community & 
Technical College




